Write a Survival Guide

A STEM Read lesson based on

| Survived by Lauren Tarshis

Overview

In this lesson, students will learn about effective, clear communication used in public
service materials. Students will work as a group to research skills necessary for survival
and will then design a survival guide .
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Suggested Time Frame: Two to three sessions
Standards
SL.3-5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3-5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

R1.3-5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating
the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem
efficiently.

W.3-5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas

and information clearly.

Objectives
At the conclusion of the lesson, students will know or be able to

1 Discuss effective, clear communication.
1 Research a specific survival skill.

¢ Design a survival guide.

Key Terms
Public service materials - health and safety information, provided to the public by not
for profit organizations.

Survival guide - information that describes methods and hints for surviving various
extreme circumstances.

I%l Northern Illinois NIUSTEAM

= niversi
@ University niu.edu/NIUSTEAM



Materials

1 Devices or reference books for research ¢ Writing paper and utensils
1 Examples of safety and survival guides 1 Drawing paper and utensils
or posters 1 Stapler

Procedure

1. Have a discussion on effective, written communication used in public service or
safety publications. Explain that these types of communications provide information
and show a process, often using pictures rather than words for clarity.

2. As a class, review examples such as CPR, proper hand washing, and fire safety posters
paying attention to how the processes are shown step-by-step.

3. List the following survival guide topics and ask students to form groups to research
one of them.
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First Aid

CPR

Bicycle safety

Cold weather safety
Hot weather safety/Dehydration
Disease prevention
Clean water

Disaster Preparedness
Severe weather safety
Drowning prevention
Fire safety

Evacuation planning
Flood safety

Pet safety

4. Have each group research their survival topic, focusing on how to present the topic in
the best, most clear manner. Students must use three or more quality resources.
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5. Groups create a survival guide on the topic with each member of the team creating
one page of the survival guide. Groups should be working towards a unified look for
their guide.

6. Each group presents their survival guide to the class.

Extensions
1. Technology can be used to create animated or live action films of the safety guides.

2. Create a notebook that contains all of the guides. Periodically get out the notebook
and remind students of safety and survival tips.

3. Share safety information with a class of younger students.

Considerations

Help English learners to translate guides into their home languages to share with
someone in their community.

Assessments
Use or adapt the attached rubric
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International License.
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Rubric

_ Exceeds (3) Meets (2) Partially Meets (1) |Does Not Meet (0O)

Research Uses four or Uses three Uses two reliable Uses one or fewer
more reliable reliable sources |sources for all I
sources for all for all information |information
information collected and collected and
collected and presented. presented.
presented.
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